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ABSTRACTABSTRACTABSTRACTABSTRACTABSTRACT

Twenty-nine samples (18 males and 11 females) of chestnut mannikin (Lonchura Malacca)
were collected from Los Baños, Laguna. The birds were tested for blood value parameters.
The parameters tested for were the red blood cell count, hemoglobin value, hematocrit, white
blood cell count, and differential leukocyte count. Secondary values such as mean cell volume,
mean cell hemoglobin concentration were calculated from the red blood cell count, hemoglobin
value and hematocrit. The mean values obtained for each parameter are the following: 4.967
million cells/mm3 red blood cells, 43.75% PCV, 14.37 g/dL hemoglobin, 88.12 pg MCV, 28.97fl
MCH and 32.915 g/L MCHC. Total and differential white blood cell counts are the following:
10120.69 cells/mm3, 8130.170 heterophils, 1943.966 lymphocytes, 13.62 monocytes, 34
eosinophils and no basophils were found. The study reveals that there is no significant difference
on the values obtained between male and female chestnut mannikins.
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*FOR CORRESPONDENCE

The Philippine mayas are a group of birds
mainly belonging to the Passeridae family or
the sparrows and finches/munias (mannikins).
One of these is the chestnut mannikin
(Lonchura Malacca) locally known as the
“mayang pula” (Tagalog). This particular bird
is commonly seen on tall grasses, rice fields
and around houses and prior to 1995 was the
country’s national bird (Fischer, 2000).

Though described as tame and semi-
domestic, the chestnut mannikin remains
suspicious and resents familiarity. This is the
reason why there is not much literature found
on the physiological aspect specific to this
species. Added to this is the fact that they are
not highly regarded as a food species. However,
these birds are sold outside churches on
Sundays and share their habitat with people,
their pets and food animals. Because of these
facts, they are important carriers of disease
to humans and their animals. In addition, the
concern for the environment prompts us to
conduct studies on such species that is
abundant and has a close interaction with its

environment. Any change in the physiology
and behavior of such species may indicate
important changes in the environment.

Hematology is a very useful study in the
assessment of the status of animal health and
there is a need to establish normal blood values
parameters such as RBC count, PCV,
Hemoglobin, MCV, MCH, MCHC and total and
differential WBC counts. A change in the
hemogram can be noted when no other
abnormalities are detected.

Establishing the normal hematological
values of individual species is very important
in veterinary medicine. The aim of this study
is to provide a normal hematological baseline
data on chestnut mannikins. This particular
study concentrated mainly on the normal blood
picture of chestnut mannikins caught in
Laguna. In the future, it is hoped that this
study may serve as a hematological baseline
data for studying chestnut mannikin and may
be helpful in understanding the biology of this
bird.
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Twenty-nine live specimens of chestnut
mannikin were collected from Los Baños,
Laguna. Among the 29 samples, 18 were males


