95

Duck Egg Production in the Philippines: Results from a Farm Survey
Hui-Shung (Christie) Chang*1, PhD; Rene Villano2, PhD; Ma. Lourdes Velasco3;
Nenita L. de Castro4, PhD and Angel L. Lambio4, PhD
Australian Institute of Sustainable Communities, University of Canberra, Australia,
School of Business, Economics and Public Policy, Faculty of the Professions, University of New England,
Armidale, NSW, 2351 Australia
3
International Rice Research Institute, Los Baños, Laguna 4031, Philippines, and
4
Animal and Dairy Sciences Cluster, College of Agriculture, University of the Philippines
Los Baños, Laguna 4031, Philippines
1

2

ABSTRACT
Two hundred and five duck (205) egg producers in four provinces (Iloilo, Nueva Ecija,
Pampanga, and Quezon) of the Philippines, were surveyed in 2003 using a pre-tested
questionnaire. They were asked about their sociodemographic and farm characteristics,
their income sources and problems encountered in the production and marketing of duck
eggs, as well as their access to capital and awareness of government programs and
participation in extension services through farmers’ organizations. Results showed that
farm sizes, farm management practices, and performance in duck farming varied among
the respondents across different areas covered by the study. Further, duck farmers in the
Philippines generally lacked the technical know how and access to capital and extension
services, and have encountered serious problems in production and marketing of duck
products. One policy recommendation is that the training of extension workers to further
enhance their technical know how on duck raising and the provision of extension services
to duck farmers can help avoid production constraints and improve productivity. Secondly,
the emphasis on egg and “balut” production means that the future prospects of the industry
depend heavily on the future demand for “balut” and the ability of the duck sector to
compete with other products in terms of price and product quality. This means that better
understanding of the market demand for “balut” through research is as important as
avoiding technical constraints in duck egg production.
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INTRODUCTION
Based on the report of the Bureau of
Agricultural Statistics (BAS), the Philippine
duck sector generated 5.76 billion Philippine
pesos (Php) in 2005 which accounted for 0.85%
of total value of agricultural production (BAS,
2006a). Although the duck sector is relatively
small compared to the chicken sector, which
contributed Php 102 billion to the Philippine
economy (13% of total value of agricultural
production), it is not far behind carabao Php6.49
billion and is larger than goat Php 5.11 billion
and dairy cattle (Php 337 million).
The Philippine duck sector is characterized
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by egg production for “balut” making. About
90% of total duck egg production is used for
making “balut,” partially incubated duck eggs
whose live embryos are harvested when they
are between 14 and 18 days old (BAS-SRTC,
1998). Off-sized eggs and infertile eggs are used
to make salted eggs and century eggs while
dead embryos are sold as “penoy” (Lambio,
2001). Although some meat-type ducks are
being raised in the Philippines, the majority of
duck meat is derived from excess males and
culled layers. The relative size of duck egg and
duck meat production are contrasting. In 2004,
the volume of duck egg production was about
five times that of duck meat (56,590 versus
11,153 tons). This could mean that
opportunities exist to increase duck meat

